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Isn’t it time you got a real and unbiased
second opinion?

Perhaps you have a chequing account with a big bank, and maybe even a credit
card or two. But is a bank the best place to get objective investment advice? The
best interest rate for your savings? Insurance products with you in mind? Is your
bank the best place to finance your home? Your bank is not your only choice.
Here’s why it’s important to look beyond your bank for financial solutions.

“To solve any problem, here
are three questions to ask
yourself: First, what could | do?
Second, what could | read? And
third, who could | ask?”

Jim Rohn
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When you deal with the big banks, do you
feel as if you’re not getting the whole
story? You’re probably right about that.

Banks are in the business of selling their
proprietary products and making money
from you—rather than for you. Inherent in
a bank’s approach is its own self interest.

Profitability is a good thing if a business
also takes care of its clients. But with the
big banks, transparency and client value
are the exception rather than the rule.

I hear many stories about this. Here are
just two examples.

Sign here—ask no questions

A client’s bank contacted her to say con-
gratulations! Her stellar credit rating
qualified her to reduce the interest rate
on her line of credit. She just needed to
come in and sign.
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Luckily, she carefully read the papers
over. Though no bank employee explained
it, what the bank was offering was a home
equity credit line. Her home was collateral
and she was required to maintain a certain
debt level to keep the preferred interest
rate. Feeling manipulated, she walked out
and refused the arrangement.

A bank hold up—in reverse

A couple needed additional financing to
renovate their home. Their bank approved
the loan—but only if they moved their
entire investment portfolio to the bank’s
advisory service. Thinking they didn’t have
any other options, they signed.

You do have choices

Do you feel you’re being held up by your
bank? Insist on a truly objective and inde-
pendent second opinion. Whether it’s
home financing, investing or insurance,
your bank is far from your only choice.
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What’s on your mind?

e Do we provide referrals for mortgage options and
advice?

Isn’t it time you got a
real and unbiased second
opinion?

— continue e Can we provide competitive high interest savings

accounts or GICs?

e Can we help with any life change that has a finan-
cial component?

=

Research that saves you time
A team approach

opinion to support your next move?

Who has the time to go line-by-line compar-
ing contracts and product features? We do.

We offer personal service and experience

Successful investors under- that can grow with you.

stand the value of objective

advice. In fact, we make it our business to know the

best products out there, and it’s our clients

Call us with your questions on:

e |nvestments

Instead of learning everything
yourself, consider viewing your
investments as a process that
can be enhanced through a
trusted partnership.

Work with a trusted, knowl-
edgeable advisor to attain your
financial goals.

Share your experience with
family and friends.
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who benefit.
An objective sounding board

Independent advisors are free to offer cli-
ents the best financial solutions in the mar-

e Insurance
e Mortgage options

e Estate planning

ketplace. We’re often asked to act as a
sounding board and second opinion, espe-
cially as clients work through major finan-
cial decisions. This is what we do.

More than investments

Are you ready to look beyond your bank?
Would you like an objective, unbiased

About this newsletter

This newsletter is for general information purposes only
and is the opinion of the writers. This information is not
intended to provide specific personalized advice including,
without limitation, investment, financial, legal, accounting
or tax advice. However, please feel welcome to contact
Paul D. Shirer to discuss your particular circumstances.

Mutual Funds provided through FundEX Investments Inc.
Commissions trailing commissions, management fees
and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund
investments. Please read the simplified prospectus before
investing. Mutual funds are not guaranteed and are not
covered by the Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation or
by any other government deposit insurer. There can be no
assurances that the fund will be able to maintain its net
asset value per security at a constant amount or that the
full amount of your investment in the fund will be returned
to you. Fund values change frequently and past
performance may not be repeated.

Time for a detailed financial review?
Get your New Year (financial) plan in
order before the holiday and tax season
rush. We’d be delighted to help you
make your resolutions a reality.
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Play it forward
Know someone who could use this information?

Get a copy at perfectimes.com and
pass it along.
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